
DAVID DURKEE, International President, 
Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and 
Grain Millers 
“I think it was very well planned and executed. 
This wasn’t just a meeting that was thrown 
together. They allowed all the attendees to  
voice their opinions on things. This is a big  
moment for the AFL-CIO and the labor 
movement. Our union is a huge believer in 
strategic planning, and I can absolutely see  
that is what has taken place here.” 

DIDA EL-SOURADY, UNITE HERE Local 25, 
Washington, D.C.
“I thought it was nice to come together with 
folks from different unions and lots of different 
industries that I don’t know a lot about. I’m  
29 years old and I think it means a lot for young 
people, people of color, queer and trans folks, 
and women—people that the labor movement 
has historically left behind—to be more involved 
and see the value of the movement.” 

JACK HAYN, Director of Community Affairs, 
Painters and Allied Trades
“I think this is a golden opportunity to get 
back to basics in educating our members on a 
consistent basis. This helps us become part of 
a broader movement and it helps solidify what 
we’re trying to do at a local and district council 
level. And the people are great!”

BRENDA JONES, Office and Professional 
Employees Local 2, Washington, D.C.
“I’m excited to see all the unions fighting, and 
I love the motto: Join, Fight, Win! When you’re 
with a group of people like this, you learn.  
I’m also excited to hear from President Trumka, 
because he’s the person we’ve chosen to  
be our spokesperson. I am here to be 
rejuvenated by his strong words.” 

CYNTHIA PHINNEY, President, Maine AFL-CIO
“It was good to get together with all the leaders 
from all over the region, and the workshops were 
great. Getting the hands-on skills and sharing 
experiences makes us all stronger. Talking to 
unions which do things we haven’t tried, tell(ing) 
them what we’re trying and getting all the 
materials that the AFL-CIO has put together is 
critical.” 

STEVE TOLMAN, President, Massachusetts  
AFL-CIO
“On a one-to-10 scale it was a 10.5. I think it  
was perfect. It was a variety of different aspects. 
I was very surprised and excited to see so many 
people from my home state, some of which I didn’t 
know. The breakouts were great; standing room 
only. The content was great and everybody had 
intelligent questions. Everybody left pumped, 
excited and informed. It was terrific.”

JOSH SWORD, President, West Virginia AFL-CIO
“I think it was a great event and a great idea to 
bring like-minded folks from throughout the region 
together. It’s a great opportunity for us to come 
from West Virginia to capture some new ideas to 
implement back home.” 

VINNY ALVAREZ, President, New York City 
Central Labor Council
“This was a great opportunity to bring folks 
together not only from state feds and central labor  
councils, but also from local, regional and national 
affiliates. It’s a great opportunity for us to talk about 
issues and, more importantly, how we’re going 
to move those issues. Coming from such a large 
labor council, we don’t often have the chance to 
sit down and talk about tangible ways that we 
can actually move the program. This gives us the 
opportunity to pause and say, how do we do this 
better?” 

AFL-CIO DISTRICT MEETINGS • NORTHEAST DISTRICT

The AFL-CIO Northeast District Meeting took place on Feb. 7 in Silver Spring, Maryland. We had a chance to 
talk to participants about what they thought of the meeting. Well, the reviews are in, and they are AMAZING.


