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Val. XXV

By Laoe Kirkiand

IF WE HAD ONLY their own speeches and press releases by whick to judge
the men and women who seek our votes, every election contest would seem a
_choice between saints.

Fortunately, we have a better, more accurate gauge-—voting records. What did
Sen. fones or Rep. Smith do when the chips were down on important 1ssues? What
is thewr real record (as opposed to their self-rating)? How did they vote?

The following pages tell you. They tell you how 100 US. senators and 43§
fepresentatives——your own amoag them-—cast their votes when issues that count
for working people and their unions came before the Congress.

BUT THE RECORD inside divulges more than the
printed by the name of cach member of Congress. It
temper of an entire session of the Congress and records

Reading the descriptions of the issues teils you that

sive groups were forced to fight numbers of defensive struggles to protect lawe
such as OSHA, Davis-Bacon, the mine safety act, even the eight-hour day.

Nevertheless, there were significant labor victories. Two iabor-supported
nominees for National Labor Relations Board positions were approved by the
Senate after breaking conservative-led flibusters. Notwithstanding the all-out
efforts of the rightists 1o torpedo them, OSHA and Davis-Bacon are sull intact.

FINALLY, the record inside iilustrates a valuabie lesson
November we need to re-elect every single
possible, strengthen their ranks.

The mathematics are clear: a measure concerning aid to disabled workers,
described inside, was defeated by a 47-47 tie vote in the Senate. Three nght.wing
senators elected for the first time in 1978—Jepsen (lows), Armstrong (Colo.),
Humphrey (N.H.}—voted against the AFL-CIO positon. Had the senators they
defeated two years ago sull been i the Senate, three more votes would have been
tallied for disabled workers, three fewer against.

AGAIN THES year, ultra-conservatives are challenging large numbers of pro-
worker incumbents. Corporate, trade group and right-wing political action com-
mittees will out-spend labor PACs by more than S-1 and are lavishing tremendous
sums on these challengers. Money is their strongest weapon. Qurs is people.

Only with our votes can we beat back the right wing. If ail union members vote
—if you vote—for COPE.-endorsed candidates who have earned our support, when
i g record next year there will be no cause to explain

that unions had gone through a “'defensive” session in the Congress. And there will
be no need—better yet, no examples~—io 1llustrate the high cost of losing friends.

right” and “wrong" votes
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This special section carrées iabor's 1986 ﬁuuehtdu.bmﬂo-or&m
report card om Coogress. This voting
inalysis lacludes votes from October roms of the ixsues—what (he vote wae
1979 through Auy. &, 1980, Congremmen
tn‘&mmuvobu‘iudledoowhy mvmndmm;lﬂuolpﬂm
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o8 the legixistion. The tables aso Inctudse Arst 13 votes im the Seaste. In
Ihe comulative votng record sod cume- Hows they ary the votes Nesed
Iative “right” p ge of each b ol the reies.




Labor s Jdtand on Major Issues in the House

Protection of Prevuiling Wages

Despite two lopsided defests ta 1979, House come
servatives tinwed (heir denting attack on the
Duvis-Bacom Act im 1980. The 4S-year-id law res

1.

e [ pete for go
projects, rather tham beimg sadercet by outside frem
bringing la cut-raee laber,

The Davis-Bacom Act siso asswres stabiiity in »
sotoriously ble industry, g sdequate wage
rates to allow for the recruitment, traiming and main-
temance of a skilled constraction isbor {orce within the
focal aren, and helps protect the government sguimst
fly-by-nigit operstors seeking to win governmemt cow~
tracts by paying wages too low to attract competest
craftsmen.

During House debas om legisiation providing tedersl
fi ind to ec ically distressed states
and cities, Rep. Robert Walker (R-Ps.) tried to strike
the Davis-Bacon protections {rom ihe bill. Agaia this
anti-worker amendment wus overwheimingly defeated
by a 130-266 vote om Jan. 31, 1980,

For—Wrong.  Against—Right.

2. Collective Bargaining Rights for

Hospital Workers

In 1976 the Natiosal Labor Relati Board ruled
that Bospital | and resid are “stadeits” and
theref not “""l‘fh.y: of {edersl labor
law. These employees now routinely woek 80 to 100
bour workweeks st low rates of pay, Yet, these wotrkers

.t

£

dhandt,

of the ployer contr to the p
while postponing uatid Jam. 1, 1982, the effective date
of the 1976 change and the Cormas modifier. Cone
servative Rep. Johm Rousselot (R-Calil.} attempted to
undermine the e by sending it back to b
with instructions to make the cflective implementation
date oo year carlier. His motion to recommit was
defeated 188-215 om Feb. 16, 1980,

are denied any voice im improvieg their oppressi
working conditioes. Sech lomg bowrs can abdermise
adequaie bospital hesith care snd unmecessarily jeop
ardize the medical comdition of patients.

In 1980, Rep. Frank Thompsow (D-N.J.) sponsored
legisiation to restors labor law protections for these
workers. However, the House, less than two weeks after
shooting dows a labor-backed bill to help fight infine
tiom by controlling hospital costs, handed the medical
lobbies still it by rejecting this worker
rights bill by 2 167-227 vote on Nov. 18, 1979,

LUC—KGOE  AZRIRSI——WrORg,

3. Workers' Pansion Rights

For b Wrong, Agsinst recommitthbe.
Right.
3. Avto industry Jobs

Massive retooling needs and the flood of imported
cars helped put the nation’s third largest sate mamee.
{acturerw—Chrysier—on the brink of ecosomic collapee
in late 1979, The jobs of nearly » hail-million workers
la steel, glass, rubber, metai, ieatber and other supplier
industries as well s Chrysier suto workers hung in the
halamcs. Severnl states and masy commaunities were also
th d with e di if Chrysier closed its

doors. .
To prevest that from hsppening, the AFL-CIO-
backed legisladon providing a $1.5-billion lederal loan

To protect worker pension besefits, the 1974 pensi
protection law set ap 8 rei system fusded by
premiums from participating peasion plane t0 pay bene
fits to retirees if & plas terminated. Althoagh they have
been required all aloag to pay nominal premiums, muith
employer plsns were temporurily excluded from full
pension benefit guarantes coversge in order to develop
adequats experience on whick to base the rates for the
cost of reinsursace {or such plans. The desdiine for full
inclusion of these pians in the reinsurance system was
extended until [978. However, by mid-1977, it had bee
come clesr that the 1974 law would require substancind
change before full reinswrancy covernge could be ex-
tended to the muiti-employer

In 1980, the AFL-CIO b s to
plish this objective, Including provisions establishing a
gradusted premi rats scheduis for muithempioyer
plass. During debute on the bill, Rep. Joha Erienbors
(R-TH) tried to weskan the bill by conditioning slightly
higher pension beuefit guarantoes on reducing from 30
to 20 yesrs the period for which pewsion plans must
have om sccoent enough funds to pay retiree bemefits.
This amendment would huve gesersted cosfasion and
ancertainty within the adusinistrstion of peasion pisms
while doing o strengthen their financial stabil.
ity. By & 160-218 vote om May 22, 1988, the amend-
went was defeated,

For—Wrong, Agninst—Right.
4. Unemployment Benefits

kad loaiadatt

guarantes to Chrysler. The loun was dependent upoa
the company finding $2 billion in matching funds from
workers, dealers and creditors, The House version de-
manded 5400 million in wage concessions trom Chrysier
union workery. By & 271-116 vote, on Dec. 18, 1979,
the House approved the loas package.

For—Right. Against—Wrong,

8. Public Works Jobs

In 1979 the House approved labor-backed leyisistion
expanding funding for the Economic Development Ad-
ministration, whick was created in (965 to offer finam-
cisl aid to hard-bit communities to help them sttrect
new investment or revive failing businesses. A key part
of the new leyisiation was a standby $2.billlon public
works jobs program providing funds for local construc.
tion or improvemest of such facilities as water snd
sewer systems, schools, fire stations and court hoases.

The fonds would b ilable whes national ume
ployment ded 6.5 p An pt by Rep.

Gene Sayder (R-Ky.) to send this standby public works

progrsm back to ki was overwhelmingly

8. Balarnced Budger |

In a poliucal panic 10 balance he ‘edersj Sudger,
Congress in 1980 slashed 316 Silion in spending for
such programs as educaton, neaith, rarsporiatoa,
jobs and energy development. An esumated saif-muilion
workers would lose their ;obs as a dirsct result of thes
symbolie cuts, Particularly hard-hit as rhe Lurrent e
cession deepened, were the very federal jobs programs
used in the past to ease the shock of econamuc down-
tumns. Tronically, no sooner had Congress balanced the
budget than higher unemployment and conunuing -
flation unbalanced 1t ones agun.

The AFL-CIO had strongly opposed balancing the
federal ledger at a ume of economic Jdecline, fzrrung
it an empty pohucal gesture that wouid do anthing
to address the root causes of infaton—skyrockenung
energy costs, exorbitant mterest rates and rsing ‘ood
and medical care costs. The AFL-CIO warmed :hat
the meat-axing of essenual federal programs reguired
by a balanced budget would .ncrease unmployment
while deepening the recession.

During House consideration of the (981 “udger res-
olution, which seis spending *argeis for tne upcoming
fscal vear, Rep. Richard Otumger (D-NY ) ‘od a
labor-backed effort 1o restore the $16 billion n spend-
ing cuts. The Ottinger amendment would have bai-
anced the budget instead through various tax reforms
and other revenue-raising devices. His package pro-
posal was rejected by a 70-336 vote on Apr. 30, 1980.

For—Right. AgansteWrong.

9. Balonced Budget il

The rigid spending ceilings of the balanced budget
enabled conservatives to put the House in the untene
able position of having to slash funds for one natonal
priority—fighting the recession..n order w0 increasa
monies for another—assuring & sirong national defense.

Conservatives, sensing an opportunity to further
mangle labor-backed domestic programs, joined ranks
behind Rep. Majone Holt (R-Md.) n an effort to cut
$5 billion more from domestic spending and transfer
those funds to the defense budget. The Holt amend-
ment demanded a 20-percent across-the-board cuthback
1 all federal regulatory agencies such as the Occupa~
tional Safety & Heaith Administration, the Federai
Trade Commission and the Environmental Protection
Agency.

The Holt amendment, a clear-cut conservauve as-
sault on the federal government, was rejected by the
House on a [64-246 vote on May [, 1980.

For—Wrong.  Agamnst—Right

10. Balanced Budget ill

Despite opposition from labor, ¢l nghts, zduca«
uon, environmental, consumer and other public-inier-
est groups, the House passed the first budget resoiution
by a 225-193 vote on May 7, 1980. The bill cut $16
billion in spending from key domesuc programs and
could throw over a haif-million Amencan workers onio
the unempioyment lines.

For—Wrong. Against-—Right.

11. Aid to Cities and States

In early 1980, the House cleared a $1-billion bl to
provide anti-recession financial help to economucally
distressed ciues and states. The legislauca was de-
signed to help these jurisdictions mauntain public ser-
vices and thus avoid massive layoffs duning the current
[ ion. Leading the conservative efort 10 weaken

lested by u 148-250 vote om Nov. 14, 1979,
For recommittal—Wrong, Agninst

the bill, Rep. Thomas Kindness (R-Ohio) tried (o send
the measure back 10 committee with insguctons io

Righe,

7. Food Stamps for Jobless Workers

Jobless workers trying to feed their families with {ood
b ther txrget of the callows congres.

A 1976 congressiosally-approved revision, effectiw
In 1980, cut anemployment benedits for retirees whe
also receive pensioms. This anti-worker provisios sllows
swuhum.éohf«dolh.mwmm
compensation bemedit paysdie to an individusl receiving
social security, pensd o pay, ity or amy
other similar payment that is based on the individusl’s
previcas work. The resuit: thowsands of pensioners who
had taken jobs to amgment their pensions bat were laid
off in the curremt recession now (ommd their
mest compengation reduced by the smoumt of their
pession besefits.

The AFL-CIO has backed repeal of the perion off-
mhmmufmuwuum
legisintion by Rep. Jumes Cormas (D-Calil) limiting
the offset te cases In which & worker's pension sad ua~
employment bewedits are attributable to the same e
ployu.l"u«hm!hbillhhdthbhuodymm

sional drive to balames
spending.

At a time whew the recession was taking jobs from
millons of Americass permanestdy amd temporsrily,
House conservatives tried to force jobless workers to
pay back the valog of food stamps they received to belp
thers get by. Am amendment by Rep. James Jeffords
(R-Yt.) would have required “payback™ if & worker
earned more thas 175 percemt of the poverty-level ine
come—or sbowt $13,000 for & family of four. Thus,
s lower middie-income worker who had beea tempo-
rarily laid off would be forced, just st & time of recove
ery from the shock of ployment, to burse the
govermment the costs of his or her food stamps. By »
241-147 vom om May 8, 1980, this provision was
adopted.

For—Wrong,  Against—Right.

the federnl budget snd cot

slash funding nearly «n haif.-His motion to recommut
was beaten by & 178-215 vote on Jaa. 31, 1980,

For recommittal—Wrong, Aganst recommittabe
Right.

12, Energy —Oil Industry Profits

Early in 1979, President Carter deconuviled the
price of domesticaily produced crude o, an acuon
that the Treasury Dept. acknowledges will cost Amen-
can consumers $1.1 tnilion over the next ten veary.
This action is already having a catastrophic mfauonary
effect on the economy and the pocketbook of Amen-
can workers,

To recover bullions of doilars in excess od company
profits for development of alternative energy sources,
the President proposed a windfall profits tax. The
AFL-CIO found the propsai wnadequate and. facing a
Congress unwiiling 10 rewnstate price controls, urged a
tougher windfall tax.

The windfall profits 1ax bul that emerged from con-
ference taxed away less than 25 percent of the $i |
tnilion in excess o1l industry profits over the next dec-

:
g



ade. While this conference agreement f2ll far short of
the AFL-CIO's proposals. it was a significant improve.
ment over the Senate till and the best package that
was politically achievable. A last-ditch maneuver by
oIl state representatives to weaken the bill faled as a
motion by Rep Bill Archer (R-Tex.) to return the
bill to conference to add more tax exemptions for the
ol industry was beaten by a 185-227 vote on Mar.
13, 1980.

For recommittal—Wrong.
Right.

Against recommittal—

13. Energy il—Gas Price Regulation

Amid soaring ol industry profits resulting primarily
from President Carter's decision to remove federal
price conrols on domestic oil. the oil lobby sought to
gouge consumers even more by eliminating federal
price controls on gasoline. Under current controls. the
pump pnice can only be increased to reflect inflation
and higher crude oil costs. Federal regulation also pro-
vides for an ailocation system to assure an even dis-
tnbution of supply throughout the country.

Despite price increases of some 52 percent over the
prior twelve months, the House at first voted for an
amendment by Rep. James Courter (R-N.I.) to scrap
price controls as well as the allocation system. Then
on a second vote on Oct. 24, 1979, the House rejected
the Courter amendment |89-225.

For—Wrong.  Against—Right.

14. Energy lll—Energy Dovofopm.nt

A key element in the dnve for energy independence
was legislation to establish a five-member Energy
Mobilization Board with broad powers to expedite the
decision-making process for national priority energy
projects.

The bill was designed to eliminate delays, duplica~
ton and frivolous challenges to energy projects while
preserving environmental values as well as state and
local responsibilities. The board would be empowered
to set project deadlines after consultation with state
and local officials. Judicial review of its decisions
would be expedited. Any waiver of federal statutes
abstructing project des elopment—excluding labor, civil
rights and water rights laws—could only be made upon
the recommendation of the board with the concurrence
of Congress and the President.

During House debate, Rep. Morris Udall (D-Ariz.)
ined 1o weaken the bill by deieting the waiver proce-
dure. His substute bill was killed on a 192-215 vote
on Nov. [, 1979.

For-—Wrong. Against—Right,

15, Energy IV—Energy Development

A last-ditch effort by a coalition of Hones concerva.
tives and liberals succeeded in recommitting to con-
ference—and possibly killing—the labor-backed En-
ergy Mobilization Board bill. This action was approved
on June 27, 1980, when the House adopted 232-131
a motton to recommit by Rep. Sam Devine (R-Chio}.
The delay resuiting from this maneuver may have
doomed the legislation in the 96th Congress.

For recommittal—Wrong,
Right.

Against_recommittal—

16. Heaith Care Costs

In 1979, the average cost of one day's hospital care
was an astronomical $226. Rising hospital costs are a
leading cause of inflation and a major part of the na-
tion's whopping $184.4 billion 1979 health-care bill.
Translated for a family of four, over $3.200 yearly is
spent on medical services.

The Carter Administration and labor again pushed
legisation in 1979 to hold down these spiraling hospi~
tal costs by implementing mandatory controls to go
into effect only for those hospitals unable or unwilling
1o keep increased costs to no more than 11.6 percent.
Hospitals in states that already have mandatory cost-
containment programs would be exempt. This legisla-
tion was strongly opposed by the American Medical
Association and the hospital industry. The labor-
backed bill was torpedoed when the House on Nov.
15, 1979, voted 234-166 approval of a substitute bill
offered by Rep. Richard Gephardt (D-Mo.) creating
a commission to further study the problem.

For—Wrong, Against—Right.

17.  Civil Rights—Housing

The 1968 Fair Housing Act was designed to outlaw
discrimination in the sale or rental of housing. How-
ever, a weak enforcement mechanism based primanly
on conciliation has permitted discrimination to persist,

The key civil rights fight of 1980 occurred over legis~
laion by Rep. Don Edward (D-Calif.) to put teeth
nto the 1968 law by placing administrative law judges
(ALJ) in the Dept. of Justice to hear complaints and
impose penalties subject to review by a district court.
Rep. James Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.) ted the conserva-
tive effort to sink the bill by wiping out the ALJ sys-
tem. His amendment was sidetracked as the House on
June 11, 1980, narrowly adopted by a 205-204 vote a
substitute proposal by Rep. Mike Synar (D-Okla.) pre-
serving the ALJ system.

For—Right. Agzainst—Wrong

18. Election Financing Reform
tion" wereaSIPYER 585 Skl A aRe.Houte s

price tag had . jumped 10 over $90,000. Meanwhile,
corporate political action committees (PACs) number-
ing 89 in 1974 have grown to more than 1,100. In the
1978 congressional elections over 800 business PACs,
500 trade association PACs and several dozen pro-
business, right-wing groups spent nearly $25 muilion—
two and one-half times as much as all fabor union
political contributions. This dollar deluge. coupled with
skyrocketing campaign costs, threatens to undzrmine
the integrity of our electoral system and the credibulity
of the legislative process.

To stem this ude, the AFL-CIO, a long-time propo-
nent of public financing of federal elections, hacked
legislation to curb the amount of PAC contributions
to House elections. The bill, offered as an amendment
bv Rep. David Obey (D-Wis) t0 a funding il for
the Federal Election Commission, would have hmited
total contnbutions that a candidate could recerve from
all PACs to $70.000~~$85,000 if a runoff election
occurred-—and would have limited individual PAC
contributions to each candidate to a maximum of
$9.000. Backed by strong support from labor and other
public-interest groups, the Obey amendment was ap-
proved 217-i98 on Oct. 17, 1979.

For—Right.  Against—Wrong.

19. Consumer Protection

On the heels of defeating legislation in the 95th
Congress to establish a badly needed Consumer Pro-
tection Agency, the lobbies of big business in the 96th
Congress aimed their guns at ,he consumer protection
powers of the Federal Frade Commussion. The FTC
is charged with protecting the public from marketplace
monopolies and fraudulent business practices.

During House debate on an FTC funding biil. Rep.
Marty Russo (D-Il.) tried to stop an FTC consumer
rulemaking requiring the funeral industry to disclose
the prices of its goods and services while prombitng
certain deceptive misrepresentations found (o be rim-
pant in the industry. For union members, the high cost
of funerals has seriously eroded the survivar's henefit
left to next of kin through fringe benefit Lfe .nsurance
or other coverages. The FTC pnce-disciosure rile was
Seen as a sure way to stimulate competition ind icwer
funerai costs. But, the House sided with the fineral
industry against bereaved consumers and approved the
Russo amendment by a 223-147 wote on Nov 4,
1979.
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Labor’'s Stand on Major Issues in the Senate

1. Lubbers Nomination

Few positions in the federsi government have oy far
reaching an effect on uniow organizing and collective
bargaining activities as 1be office of genersd counsel of
the Nationsi Labor Relations Board. Under the Nation
al Laboe Relath Act, the g i { is charged
with setting the agends of Ih NLRB by deciding which
unfsir labor practice compisints shomid be issued and
how the resuiting cases shosid be litigated. The genersl
counsel also is in charge of NLRB regional offices and
the board's cases in court. B of these d
able responsibilities the general counsel is nominated
by the President and them must be confirmed by the
Senate.

In 1979 President Carter nominated Willlam A,
Lubbers. a 27-ycar veteran of the NURB, to be its next
general counsel. The AFL-CIO strongly backed this
well.qualified nominee while businessmen and the right
wing attempted to hlock the nomination by » filibuster
led by Sem. Orrin latch (R-Utah). The filibuster was
short-llved as the Scnate by a 62-34 vote on Apr. 22,
1980, obtained the three-fifths vofe necessary to invoke
cloture and ctnd debate. The nomination was Iater
approved.

For cloture—Right.

Against cloture~-Wrong,

2. Zimmerman Nomination

The business-conservative alliance in the Senate,
stung by its earlier defeat on the nomination of Lubbers
as general counsel of the NLRB, sought to evea the
score by torpedoing Donald A. Zimmerman's nominas
tion to be a member of the board. Again Sen. Hatch
led a filibuster to biock confirmati The Chamber of

reisted pensiom reform bill
¢ For—Wrong, AgninstRight.

4, Job Satety it—Mine Safety

The 1977 Mine Safety & Health Act transferred to
the Labor Dept. job safety jurisdiction over the mining
industry, Given the haiardous nature of mining opers-

lobtati

workers from s well d pattern of
am-m-ctmmummwh‘auuﬁq
agents for these workers. The law also imposes sale
housing and (ransportation requirements oan {aboe

contractors.
During debsate on an unreiated child nutrition bill,
Sen. David Borem (D-Okla.) successfuily added anm
d that all but repesied the 1963 law and its

tions, MSHA has developed more stringest salety m-—

pvom:tions primarily by exempting all farmers, farm

dards and employs enfor
than those for worksites covered by OSHA.

The conservative sssault against MSHA came during
Senate debute onm an unrelated pensiom reform bill.
Sen. Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.) proposed to weaken
MSHA job safety authority by moving responsibility
over stone, sand, gravel and clay from MSHA (o
OSHA. These classifications of mining account for
half of ail fatalities in the metal and non-metal mining
industry. Despite AFL-CIO opposition, the Wallop
amendment was approved by # 52-37 vote on July 29,
1980,

For—Wrong, Against—Right.

S. Eight-Hour Day

Even the longstanding guarantee of the eight-bour
duy did not escape the conservative assauit. During de-
bate on a coal-related energy bill, Sen. Henrv Bellmon
(R-Okin.) tried to eli the req of the
Contract Work Hours Standards Act and the Walsh.
Healey Act that employers with federsd contracts pay
overtime rates for work in excess of cight hours per
day. Without such overtime pay protections, the eight-
hour snndud would be seriously undermined by em-

Commerce fell into lockstep with a telephone-telegram
campnign ugainst Zimmerman aimed st “swing” Sense
tors. The filibuster was brokea on the third try as the
Senate by a 63-31 vote on Aug. S, 1980, obtained the
60-plus vote margin necessary to invoke cloture and
end debate. The nomination was later confirmed 68.27.

Zimmerman had been a long-time Republican minor.
ity counsel for the Senate Labor Committee and served
as a principle adviser to Sen. Jacob Javits (R-N.Y.).
His nomination had the full support of the AFL-CIO.

For cloture—Right. Against cloture—Wrong.

3. Job Safety |

Since its enactment in 1970, the Occupational Safety
& Health Act, which guarantees workers in the private
sector & safe working environment, has beem signifi-
cantly weakened as s result of congressional approval

ding a longer workday from their em-
ploym without having to pay just compensation. This
anti-worker amendmemt was killed when the Senate
approved 58-36 a tabling motiom by Sen. Bennett
Johnstoa (D-La.) on June 24, 1980,

For tabling—Right. Against tabling—Wrony.

8. Protection of Prevailing Wages

The unrelenting conservative attack on the nation’s
basic labor laws confinued in (980 as once againm the
Davis-Bacom Act became a target for destruction. The
48-yesr-old law requires the payment of prevailing
wages te workers on federally financed construction
projects. That gives local contractors ‘'who uphoid the
Iabor dards of the nity a lair chance to come
pete for government projects, rather than being under-
cut by outside firms bringing in cut-rate labor,

The Dnvis-Bmu Act also assures stability in a no-

of & succession of amendments, One such d
added by Sen. Richard Schweiker (R-Pa.) last yesr to
the fiscal year 1980 Labor Dept. appropriations bill,
exempts {rom routine federsl job safety insp busi-
nesses with ten or fewer emplovees which qualify as
so-called “non-hazardous™ worksites. As a result, 37
percent of all businesses and more than 5.2 million
workers are unprotected. Even worse, penaities cannot
be assessed for serious, non-sericus, or repeated safety
violations found as & result of an investigation of a
worker’s complaint about a safety hazard in am ex-
empted establishment. Based on 1978 data, 120 fataii-
ties and 190.000 injuries occumd at jobsites now ex-
d by this di

With this provision scheduled to expire at the end
of the current sppropeistion, Sem. David Borea (D-
Olda.) led the conservative, big busimess drive to keep
it alive. On July 29, 1980, Borea succeeded as the

Serule agreed by a 48-36 vote to add his snti-worker
proviso, to sa un~

g the Schweik

b 4
Y. & q wage

P ves, food processers, canners and other agri-
culmnl operations. Despite strong AFL-CIO objec-
tions, the Boren amendment was approved by a 57.37
vote om July 24, 1980,

For—Wrong. Against—Right.

8. Unemployment Compensation |

One of the first programs victimized by the balanced
budget panic was extended [ederal unemployment com-
pensation benefits for jibless Americun workers. In the
panic to cut federal spending the Senate slashed jobless
aid funds at the same time the recession was putting
more Americans out of work.

The cuts in unemployment benefits came on a "re-
conciliation™ bill forcing a wide range of <pending cuts
in response to Senate approval of the first “balanced”
budget resolution. One of weveral anti-worker, unem-
ployment compensation reductions would require job-
less workers to take any “reasonable” job offered or
risk losing their unemployment benefits. In other words,
a laid-off, $10 per hour skilled worker could be forced
to take & job at the nv aimum wage or less or risk losing
unemployment benefits. An eflort by Sen. Jacob Javits
{R.N.Y.) to knock out this regressive provision was de-
feated by a 27-60 vote on June 30, 1980,

For—Right. Against—Wrong,

9. Unemployment Benefits Il
A 1976 congressionaily-approved revision, eflective

.in 1980, cut unempioyment benefits for retirees who

also receive pensions. This regressive provision allows
states to offset, doliar for dollar, the unemployment
compensation benefits payable to an individual receive
ing social security, pension, refirement pay, annuity or
any other similar payment based on the individual’s
previous work. The result: thousands of pensioners,
who had taken jobs to augment their pensions but were
I2id off in the current recession, now find thelr unem-
plovmenl comp reduced by the of their
pension benefits.

During debate on a bill that slashed extended {ederal
unemployment benefits for jobless workers, the Senate
upproved @ labor-backed modifier of the 1976 law limit.

rates to nuow tor the recrui g and

nance of a skilled construction labor force within the
local ares, and helps pmlect the government against
fly-by-night p s g to win g con=
tracts by paying wages too Iow to attract competent
craftsmen.

Leading the attack against Davis-Bacon, Sen. Roger
Jepsen (R-Town) tried to cripple its apphunon (o cone
struction of lederni buil
of the law to at least ten percm of these construction
projects. On a tabling motion by Sen. Daniel P. Moyni-
han (D-N.Y.) the Jepsen amendment was defeated by
2 48-34 vote on June 20, 1980.

For tabling—Right. Agalnst tabling—Wrong.

7. Protecting Migrant Farm Workers

In 1963, Congress enacted the Farm Labor Cone

tractor Registration Act to safeguard miy tarms

ing the p offset to cases in which & worker's pen-
sion and ploy benefits are attributable to the
same employer, Sen. Jacob Javits (R-N.Y.) tried to
improve upon that and further ease the 1976 restriction
by requiring states to exclude employees' contributions
to their pension in deducting the of p
payments from ployment fits. His amend,
failed by a 23-69 vote on Mar, 4, 1980,

For—Right. Against-—Wrong.

10.

A key federsl unemployment benefits program is
Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA), Created in 1962,
the program is specificaily designed to assist U.S. work.
ers and firms hurt by foreign trade, Over the last decade
these injuries—ioss of jobs and loss of business—have
occurred st an ever-incressing rate becsuse of expilcit

(Continued on next page)
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govermment trade poiicies adopied in full knowiedge
that some industriad sectors would saffer import-reiated
ecomomic declimen.

With thowsands of workers and many firms newly
qualifying for TAA bemefits in 1980, the AFL-CIO
succended in addiog $1.1 b-ﬂio. im sew funds for the
program to a supph iath bill. Sem.
Heary Belimos (R-Okla.) |ed comrvﬁhu with an
; to cut benefits av to jobless workers.
The Belimon amendment was mled to be now-germane.
His appes} of that ruling was laid aside when the Senste
approved 65-24 a tabling motion by Sen. Daniel P.
Moynihan (D-N.Y ) on June 27, 1980,

For tabling—Right, \gainst tabling-Wrong.

-

11. Retired Workers

Sem. Ermest Hollings (D-S.C.), the lesder of the
balsaced-budget pack, tried to permanently victimize
retired federal workers. Under his chairmanship, the
Budget Commitiee had voted to reduce from twice a
yesr to once a year the cost-of-living adjustment for
the pensions of federal workers in fiscal year 1981 only,
Secing an opportunity to inflict still more damage on
federad retirees, Hollings tried to make this (emporary
reduction permanest during Senate debate on 8 “re-
concilistion™ bill forcing s number of speading reduc.
tions in response to Senate adoption of the first “bale
anced”™ budget b His dment was rejected
by 8 30-59 vote on June 30, 1980,

Against—Right.

For—Wrong.

12. Postal Workers' Jobs

The U.S. mail was one of the mn;oc federsl programs
targeted for huge budget reductions in the congressional
to the federsl budget. The Senate
BnQet Committee proposed in the first budget resole-
tiom, which sets spending targets for the coming fiscal
year, & massive $16 billion reduction in federsl spend.
ing. (See voite =15) This included o $588 million re-
daction in funds {or the Postal Service,

This spending cut aione would have eliminated Sat-
urdsy mail delivery and cost 10,000 postal workers
their jobs. However, climination of Saturdsy service
wouﬂnﬁbeeoﬂ*ﬂcnnbecnmo(mmol
mail weekends wouid produce, Th ter
of ome day of md-week mail delivery was a likely alters
native if the postal budget cuts wers enacted, During
Boor debate Sen. John Glenn (D-Ohio} mccuddly re-
stored $300 milllom (o the budget biil to save S d

the company finding $2 billlos in mstching femds from
workers, dealers and creditors. The Sensle version de-
manded $525 million in wage comcessions by Chrysler
unios workers, By a $3-44 vote on Dec. 19, 1979, the
Senate approved the loan package.

For—Right. Agsinst—Wrong.

14, Jobs for the Unempioyed

During debate on a Defense Dept. appropriations
bill, Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan {D-N-Y ) tried to assist
areas experiencing economic distress and high unem-
ployment by setting aside a limited amount of funding
for defense supply contracts for these areas. His amend-
ment was backed by the AFL-CIQ as a means of target-
ing federal spending to areas most tn need. Although
the jobless rate was increasing, the Senate rejected the
Moynthan amendment by a 29-59 vote on Nov. 6, 1979

For-—Right.  Against—Wrong.

15. Balanced Budget

In a political panic to balance the federal budget,
Congress in 1980 slashed $16 billion in spending for
such programs as education, health, transportation, jobs
and energy development. An estimated half-million
workers would lose their jobs as a direct result of these
symbolic cuts. Particularly hard hit as the recession
deepened were the very federal jobs programs used in
the past to ease the shock of economic downturns.
Ironically. no sooner had Congress balanced the budget,
than higher unemployment and continuing inflation un-
balanced it once again.

by Sen. Howard Metzenbaum (D-Obio) to largely re-
store provisions of existing law that would maintaia the
present disability benefit formula. The Senate rejected
the Metzenbaum amendment by a 4747 tie vote on
Jan. 30, 1980.

For—Right. Against—Wrong.

17. Energy —Qil industry Profits

Early n 1979, President Carter decontrolled the
price of domestically produced crude wil, an acuon the
Treasury Dept. acknowledges will cost consumers $1.1
trillion over the next |0 years. This action s already
having a catastrophic inflationary effect on the cuonomy
and the pocketbooks of workers.

To recover hiilions of dollars in excess vil cumpany
profits for Jevelopment of alternative cnergy sources,
the President proposed a windfall profits tax The AFL-
C10 foond the proposal inadequate and, {acing a Con-
gress unwilling to reinstate price controls, urged a
tougher windfall tax. Howewver, the Senate Finance
Committee cut the meager Carter proposal i half, thus
altowing a windfall giveaway of over $800 billion to
the oil company giants.

During floor Jebate, the AFL-CIO backed several
amendments to increase the windfall profits tax on the
big vil companies. One such proposal was utfered by
Sen. Bill Bradley (D-N.J.} and Majority Leader Robert
Byrd (D-W. Va.). By taxing certain categories of oil
exempted by the Finance Committee bill, 1t would add
$30.8 billion in higher o1l company taxes. In a parlia.
mentary maneuver, Sen. Russell Long (D-La.) tried to
table the first amendment to which the Bradley-Byrd

The AFL-CIO had strongly opposed balancing the

dment was offered. That tabling cflort failed by 2

federal budget at a time of economic decline as an
empty political gesture that would do nothing to address
the root causes of inflation—skyrocketing energy costs,
exorbitant interest rates and rising food and medical
care costs. The AFL-CIO warned that the meat-axing
of essential federal programs would increase unem-
ployment while deepening the current recession.
During consideration of the 1981 budget resolution,
which sets spending targets for the coming ﬁsul year,
the Budget Committee slash ic sp in-
cluding anti-recession programs, in order to increase
defense outlays even beyond the higher level sought by
the Administration. Thus, the inflexibility of the bai-
anced budget had resulted in the committee sacrificing
one national priority-—fighting the recession—for an-
other—increasing national defense. On the foor, Sen.
Gaylord Nelson (D-Wis.) tried to cut the defense budget
by $2 billion and restore the funds to anti-recession and

service and postal jobs. A tabling motion by Sem. Ernest
Holllmgs (D-5.C.) lo sidetrnck the Glena ammewdment
was defested 17-69 on May 12, 1980,

For tabling—Wrong.  Against tablimg-—Right.

13.  Auto Industry Jobs

Massive retooling needs and the flood of kmpored
cars helped put the natiow’s third largest auto manw-
{nctureteChrysier—on the brink of economic coliapss
in late 1979. The jobs of nearly a haif-million, workers
in stoel, ginse, rubber, metal, lesther and other supplior
industries as weil as Chrysier suteo workers huug in the
belamce. Seversl ststes and many communities wers
slse th d with ic disaster ¥ Chrysler
closed its dooes.

uarsstes (s Clrysior. The loun was dependent spon

other d ic programs. On a tabling motion by Sen.
Ernest Hollings (D-S.C.), the Senate rejected the Neison
motion by a 64-30 vote on May 7, 1980.

For tabling—-Wrong. Against tabling—Right.

16. Assisting Disaobled Workers

Another victim of the balanced-budget drive was the
federal social security system’s benefits to permanently
disabled workers unable to be re-employed. In 1979,
the Carter Administration proposed sharp cutbacks in
disability insurance benefits at a time when participation
rates were at 2 20-year low and the disability fund was
running a surpius. In 1980, the Senate Finance Com-
mittee reported legisiation to lower benefits for future
disabled workers by an average of 15 percent and to
sharply restrict the right of young disabled workers to
exclude low-earnings years in computing benefits. The
AFL-CIO strongly opposed these cutbacks.

During Senate debate, [abor backed an amendment

44-63 vote on Dec. 12, 1979, The Bradiey-Byrd amend-
ment was later approved.

For tabling—Wrong. Against tabling—Right.

18. Energy li—Energy Development

One of the major balls of the $6th Congress, designed
to secure energy independence for the Uniled States,
was a $20-bulion proposal to provide financial incen=
tives to private industry to develop synthetic fuels. Once
underway this new energy industry would also create
thousands of new job opportunities for American
workers.

During debate, Sen. Paul Tsongas (D-Mass) tried to
slash in half the funds for this energy program. His
amendment also knocked out a key AFL-CIO-backed
provision to allow government ownership of synthetic
fuel corporations if there proved to be insufficient inter-
est in the private sector. On a tabling motion by Sea.

Bennett Johnston (D-La.), the Tsongas proposal was
defeated 55-37 on Nov. 7, 1979,

For tabling—Right.  Against (abhng—-Wrong.

19. Food Stamps

Senate conservatives went on a rampage in {980 in
an effort to slash spending for several key federal pro-
grams. One such program—{ood stamps for the poor—
provides about $1.05 a day per person to help feed mil-
lions of impoverished Americans. Sen. James McClure
(R-1da.) offered an amendment to a food stamp funding
bill to reduce benefits for poor families whose children
are eligible to receive a meal through the federal school
lunch program. That program provides ree or reduced
price lunches to bungry school children. His amend-
ment was crushed by a 30-S8 vote on May 14, 1980.

For—Wrong. Against—Right.
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