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Federal OSHA and State Plan OSHA Inspection/Enforcement Activity, 

COVID-19

 FEDERAL OSHA STATE PLAN OSHA

Formal and Nonformal Complaints
1

1,644 28,299
12,199 38,067

13.1% 5.9%

Formal COVID-19 Complaints
Nonformal COVID-19 Complaints

% of COVID-19 Formal Complaints with Inspections
% of COVID-19 Nonformal Complaints with Inspections 2.6% 3.9%

COVID-19 Inspections Opened 1,771 5,725
Inspection with citation, HAL or closed1,2 1,166 4,318

Citation 346 1,199
Hazard Alert Letters 189 -

Accidents3 - 530
Complaints3 425 2,469
Fatality/Catastrophe3 949 676
Referrals3 165 1,021
Referral-Employer Reported3 106 42
Program Planned3 1 729

Complaints by Industry
3

Health Care 3,103 -
Retail Trade 1,682 -
Grocery Stores 235 -
Construction 406 -
General Warehousing and Storage 265 -
Restaurants and Other Eating Places 854 -
Automotive Repair 123 -

Violations - Total
1,4 1,133 2,421

Willful 0 314
Repeat 1 9
Serious 831 1,140
Other 301 958

Penalties - Total ($)
1,4 4,249,987 11,791,141

Willful -- 6,001,213
Repeat 0 73,430
Serious 3,289,298 5,274,806
Other 960,689 441,692

Average Penalty/Violation ($) 3,751 4,870
Willful -- 19,112
Repeat 0 8,159
Serious 3,958 4,627
Other 3,192 461

1Occupational Safety and Health Administration, OIS Federal Inspection Reports, Jan. 1, 2020 to Feb. 28, 2021; OSHA, COVID Response 
Summary, Enforcement data April 20–Feb. 28, 2021, Updated March 22, 2021, 10:30 a.m. ET, (Accessed March 25, 2021, 2 p.m. ET), 
osha.gov/enforcement/covid-19-data.
2Many inspections were conducted remotely. At least 775 inspections included a remote code, but the exact numbers are not known as the 
code wasn't implemented at the same time as remote inspections began.
3COVID Response Summary, Enforcement data April 20–Feb. 28, 2021, Updated March 22, 2021, 10:30 a.m. ET. (Accessed March 25, 

2021 2 p.m. ET), osha.gov/enforcement/covid-19-data. Complaints by industry data were not provided for state plan OSHA.
4Violations and current penalties include citations issued during COVID-19 inspections of any recordkeeping standard (1904), 1910.1020, 
1910.1030, 1910.1200, 1910.132, 1910.134, 1910.141, 1910.145, 1910.133, 1910.151, 5(a)(1), state OSHA COVID-19 emergency 
temporary standards, 8 CCR 5199 or other state standards equivalent to the federal. Violations and penalties were not included in the 
totals if clearly not related to COVID-19.
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Available Data Number

Data with Health Care Personnel Status 4,360,350

Percentage of Data with Health Care 
Personnel Status3 18%

COVID-19 Cases Among Health Care 
Personnel 458,134

Health Care Personnel Data with Death 
Status 365,316

Percentage of Health Care Personnel 
Status Data with Death Status 80%

COVID-19 Deaths Among Health Care 
Personnel4

1,524

COVID-19 Infections and Deaths Among Health Care 

Personnel
1,2,3

2The case reporting form does not specify the type of health care worker, but nursing home staff are included as health 
care personnel. According to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the number of nursing home staff reported 
to be confirmed with COVID-19 was 563,575, and the number of staff reported to have died from COVID-19 was 1,875, 
from May 24, 2020, to March 28, 2021. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Updated April 4, 2021. 
covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#health-care-personnel. 

1The CDC provides states with a Human Infection with a 2019 Novel Coronavirus Case Report Form used for COVID-19 
case reporting (cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/pui-form.pdf). The form includes a field to indicate whether 
the individual was a health care worker and where they had been exposed.  

4The Lost on the Front Lines investigation by The Guardian and Kaiser Health News found that 3,607 U.S. health care 
workers died from COVID-19 during the pandemic thus far. theguardian.com/us-news/2021/apr/08/us-health-workers-
deaths-covid-lost-on-the-frontline.

3All fields on case reporting forms related to employment are voluntary and many states do not collect or report this 
information. 
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